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Southwest Australia’s Global Biodiversity Hotspot 

+ 
2016 

400th anniversary of the first European Landing in Australia 

The Western Australian Naturalists’ Club cordially invites naturalists over Australia to attend the eighth 
Australian Naturalists’ Network Get-Together to be held at Woodman Point, near Perth, in 2016. 
 
This circular gives;     

 an introduction to the Southwest, (botanical and historical), 
 dates of the ANN2016 and associated tours, 

 details of  location, format, accommodation and catering,  
 details of pre and post tours, 

 cost of events and accommodation, 
 enrolment form, and 

 details of timing and payment options. 
 

ONLY A FEW PLACES LEFT 

PAYMENT REQUIRED UPON BOOKING 
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Introduction to the Southwest 
The unique biogeographic region of Southwest Australia, stretching from Shark Bay in the north to 
Israelite Bay in the south, covers over 300 000 square kilometres and is recognised as an international 
biodiversity hotspot. https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/conservation/hotspots. Briefly a 
Global Biodiversity Hot Spot is one where there are over 1500 endemic plant species and where 70% of 
the land has been cleared.   
 
The Southwest of Western Australia has over 5710 plant species and some 3000 (52.5%) are endemic.  
The uniqueness of our flora is the result of growing in an area which has been exposed and uninfluenced 
by glaciation or volcanism for at least 290 million years, which has been totally isolated by seas and 
deserts for 30 million years and which has had a drying summer climate for 10-15 million years.  Professor 
Stephen Hopper (UWA and former Director of Kew Gardens, London and Kings Park, Perth) termed it 
OCBIL – old climate-buffered infertile landscape. This region also has 12 species of mammals, 13 species 
of bird, 27 reptile species and 28 species of frog that are endemic. 
(http://awsassets.wwf.org.au/downloads/wa006_swer_jewel_of_the_australian_continent_1apr06.pdf)  
 
Western Australia also has played a significant part in the European discovery of the Great South Land. 
http://museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-archaeology-db/maritime-reports/finding-ancient-land-illustrated-
research-essay. 
 
On the 25th of October 1616, Captain Dirk Hartog arrived on the Dutch East India Company vessel the 
Eendracht at Shark Bay.  By nailing an inscribed pewter plate to a wooden post at the site now known as 
Cape Inscription on Dirk Hartog Island, he and his crew made the first recorded European landing on 
Australian soil – 400 years ago this year.  http://museum.wa.gov.au/explore/dirk-hartog. 
 
In 1697, after exploring the Swan River and collecting some plants, William de Vlamingh landed at Cape 
Inscription and removed the original plate and replaced it with one of his own. Hartog’s plate is now 
housed at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam.  Vlamingh’s plate is on display in the Shipwreck Gallery of the 
WA Maritime Museum in Fremantle. ANN2016 participants will have an opportunity to see the plate 
during one of the scheduled tours. 
 
Interestingly for botanists, Vlamingh’s collections would have been the earliest from Australia had they 
survived. Only two specimens were found in Batavia many years later, then incorrectly identified as ferns, 
and finally correctly named in the early 1800s by Robert Brown (naturalist aboard Mathew Flinders’ 
Investigator) as Acacia truncata and Synaphea spinulosa from the Swan River area.  However in 1699, the 
British explorer William Dampier also landed at Shark Bay and explored the surrounding area and further 
north.  Dampier was interested in the country and collected and documented many plant and other 
specimens; 24 plant specimens and documentation survived a ship wreck and now are in the Fielding-
Druce Herbarium in Oxford– the first scientific collection of plants and other specimens from Australia. 
 
During the Get-Together and the associated tours you will have numerous opportunities to view many of 
the species that are unique to the Southwest and to visit exhibitions and displays relating to European 
discovery and exploration as well as learning about the Noongar people, the original inhabitants of the 
area, and their relationship to the land and sea.  
  

https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/conservation/hotspots
http://awsassets.wwf.org.au/downloads/wa006_swer_jewel_of_the_australian_continent_1apr06.pdf
http://museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-archaeology-db/maritime-reports/finding-ancient-land-illustrated-research-essay
http://museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-archaeology-db/maritime-reports/finding-ancient-land-illustrated-research-essay
http://museum.wa.gov.au/explore/dirk-hartog
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ANN2016 Format 
The ANN2016 Get-Together will be a fully-catered event lasting for 10 days with an option to choose extra 
tours before and/or after the Network Get-Together. 

 
ANN2016 Dates 

Northern Pre Tour   24 - 30 September2016 
Abrolhos Islands Pre Tour 25 - 30 September 2016 
Network Get-Together         1 - 10 October 2016 
Southern Post Tour 10 - 16 October 2016 
Abrolhos Islands Post Tour 14 - 19 October 2016  
 

 
ANN2016 Location 

The venue for ANN2016 Get-Together is the Woodman Point Recreation Camp, 74 O'Kane Court, 
Munster. This camp is run by the WA Department of Sport and Recreation.  
http://www.dsr.wa.gov.au/camps/locations/woodman-point. It is situated in the Woodman Point 
Regional Park, 10 km south of Fremantle and approximately a 45 minute drive from the Perth airport. The 
park is bordered by the sea (Cockburn Sound) and is a relic of Perth’s original coastal vegetation. 
http://www.bushlandperth.org.au/bushland-treasures/south-of-the-river/133-woodman-point-regional-
park-  
The wooden buildings were originally the State’s Quarantine Station.  Because of their historical 
significance they are under the protection of the National Trust.  They have been refurbished recently. 
 

Accommodation at the Woodman Point Recreation Camp 
The accommodation is in dormitories with either 10 or 14 rooms. The rooms are a reasonable size with 2 
double bunks in each.  We will allocate only 2 persons per room unless otherwise requested. 
Mattresses, mattress covers, pillows provided (see What to Bring at the end of this circular).  
Shower cubicles and toilets located in each dormitory.  Disabled toilet/shower in each dormitory. There is 
a laundry on site (4x$1). 
 

Other Accommodation (your responsibility) 
Participants not wishing to stay at the Woodman Point Recreation Camp must make their own 
arrangements. Here are some suggestions.  
 The Woodman Point Holiday Park is adjacent to the ANN2016 venue, about 1.7km by road. It has 

camping/caravan sites plus chalets/villas. http://www.big4.com.au/caravan-parks/wa/.../woodman-
point-holiday-park. When booking, mention the WA Naturalists’ Club and Australian Naturalists’ 
Network for a 10% discount on their standard rates.  

 Coogee Beach Holiday Park:  http://www.aspenparks.com.au/Coogee-Beach is located 8km south of 
Fremantle. 

 Search Coogee, Munster, Naval Base, Rockingham, South Fremantle for apartments and other rentals. 
The nearest hotel style accommodation is in Fremantle. 

 
Catering 

All meals from dinner on Saturday 1 October to breakfast on Monday 10 October are included in the 
registration fee regardless of your chosen accommodation.  
The catering is done by the Camp caterer in a modern kitchen and served in a dining room built to 
resemble the inside of an upside-down ship hull. 
Cooked breakfasts, most lunches will be packed for bus travel, 2 course dinner at night.  
Alcohol is permitted, BYO. 
Special meals: diabetic/gluten free/vegetarian/vegan will be available subject to advance notification. 
 
  

http://www.dsr.wa.gov.au/camps/locations/woodman-point
http://www.bushlandperth.org.au/bushland-treasures/south-of-the-river/133-woodman-point-regional-park-
http://www.bushlandperth.org.au/bushland-treasures/south-of-the-river/133-woodman-point-regional-park-
http://www.big4.com.au/caravan-parks/wa/.../woodman-point-holiday-park
http://www.big4.com.au/caravan-parks/wa/.../woodman-point-holiday-park
http://www.aspenparks.com.au/parks/wa/coogee-beach-holiday-park/
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Program 

Sat 1 Oct:  From 10am: registration and allocation of rooms followed by dinner and talk on Southwest 
flora by Prof. Kingsley Dixon, former Director of Science at Kings Park, Perth.  
Sun 2 Oct –Sun 9 Oct: bus trips to various areas from the coast to the Darling Ranges and beyond, 
including day trips to Rottnest Island http://www.rottnestisland.com  and Wongamine Nature Reserve 
(near Toodyay).  
Half-day rest days scheduled for Wed 5 Oct (morning) and Sun 9 Oct (afternoon). 
Several evening talks. 
Mon 10 Oct: Breakfast and departure by 10am. 

 
A more detailed programme can be found at the end of this document. All dates and destinations are 
subject to change. 

 
 

Tours 
6 Day Abrolhos Islands Pre Tour   25-30 September       Maximum 25 people 
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/documents/occasional_publications/fop105.pdf  
Fully catered, on board boat accommodation, air con, en-suite cabins. Refer to attached dossier. 
Organized by the WA Naturalists’ Club in conjunction with Coates Wildlife Tours, a local nature tours 
operator. If you wish to go on this tour please book and pay Coates directly. Phone 1800 676 016 or on-
line: http://www.coateswildlifetours.com.au/Book-Now/Domestic-Booking.aspx 
Day 1 bus to Geraldton, local tour, museum, travel out overnight on boat. Days 2-5 at the islands living on 
board boat, return to Geraldton. Day 6 return to Perth (Woodman Point Recreation Camp) by bus with a 
stop in the Northern Sandplains or Kwongan (an Australian Biodiversity Hotspot).  Accommodation and 
meals at Woodman Point Recreation Camp on 30 Sept and 1 Oct available at extra cost. Note a $100 
surcharge will apply if a WA Naturalists’ Club guide is engaged to accompany the group. 
 
7 Day Northern Pre Tour   24 – 30 September  Maximum 35 people 
Bus tour, fully catered*, shared (two people per room) accommodation varies from cabins to 
hotels/motels. Accommodation types are mostly with shared ablution facilities. Sleeping bag required on 
some nights. 
The tour starts from East Perth Train Station, 8am on Saturday 24 September. Visits wildflower areas 
around Wongan Hills, Dalwallinu, Morowa, Dongara and Mt Lesueur (an Australian Biodiversity Hotspot). 
Tour terminates Friday 30 September at Woodman Point Recreation Camp. Accommodation and meals at 
Woodman Point Recreation Camp on 30 Sept and 1 Oct available at extra cost. 
* No alcohol or soft drinks included. 
 
7 Day Southern Post Tour 10 -16 October  Maximum 35 people 
Bus Tour, fully catered*, shared (two people per room) accommodation varies from cabins to 
motels/hotels. Accommodation types are mostly with shared ablution facilities. Sleeping bag required on 
some nights. Tagalongs welcome (limited to 5 cars/caravans) but need to organize their own 
accommodation, breakfast and dinners. Lunch and tours included in the tag-along price. Details of tour 
accommodation locations will be forwarded after registration. 
The tour starts from Woodman Point Recreation Camp on Monday 10 October at 8am. Visits Dryandra 
woodland, Stirling Range, and areas around Albany, Walpole (including EcoCruise on the waterways of 
the Walpole Wilderness), Pemberton and Busselton (an Australian Biodiversity Hotspot). Tour terminates 
in Perth at the East Perth train station around 3pm on 16 October. 
* No alcohol or soft drinks included. 
 
6 Day Abrolhos Islands Post Tour   14 – 19 October      Maximum 25 people 
Refer to Pre Tour information above and the attached dossier for details. Bus will leave from and return 
to a location in Perth to be advised. 

http://www.rottnestisland.com/
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/documents/occasional_publications/fop105.pdf
http://www.coateswildlifetours.com.au/Book-Now/Domestic-Booking.aspx
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What to Bring (not an exhaustive list) 

Bedding or Sleeping bag and liner, pillowslip (note that the camp and some venues on the separate tours 

do not provide linen/blankets), 

Towel, 

Medications, toiletries, 

Sunscreen, insect repellent, 

Water bottle, vacuum flask,  

Rain coat, fly net,  

BYO alcohol, soft drinks, snacks, 

Snorkeling and swimming gear for Rottnest Island and Woodman Point, 

Closed walking shoes, long trousers and long-sleeved shirts, hat. 

Each participant will receive a lightweight sleeveless polar fleece jacket on arrival. Please indicate your 

size on the Enrolment Form. 

 

Incidentals 
WiFi and landline not available. 
Mobile networks coverage.  
There is no canteen or shops on site. Nearest shopping centre is located at Spearwood, about 5 minutes’ 
drive. 

 
Weather 

The October average maximum temperature: 23.1C; average minimum: 11.6C. 
There could be rain and it will be windy most afternoons.  
 

Transport 
Arrival by Train: The Indian Pacific arrives at the East Perth station at 2.57pm each Saturday. Check with 
Great Southern Rail (1800 703 357) for other possible services during WA’s wildflower season. 
Take local train to Fremantle and taxi to Camp or much more convenient, quicker (45-60 minutes) taxi 
from station direct to Camp (approximately $80). 
 
Arrival by Air: Note Perth has two airports, located on opposite sides of the main runways. Virgin Airlines 
operates from Terminals 1 and 2 located at the International Airport. Qantas and Jetstar operate from 
Terminals 3 or 4 at the Domestic Airport.  
Take Airport Shuttle bus to Perth, train to Fremantle and taxi to Camp.  Much more convenient, quicker 
(30-45 minutes) but costing a little more: share a taxi (around $70.00, Uber slightly cheaper). 
http://www.perthairport.com.au/ToTheAirport.aspx.  
 
Local: Transperth bus service 825 on Cockburn Road commencing/terminating at the Fremantle rail 
station, 25 min BUT bus stop is 1.3 km from the camp. No Sunday service. 
 
Departure by Train: Train departs East Perth station at 10am on Sundays. Allow at least two hours for 
journey and check-in. 
 
Departure by Air: Allow at least one and a half hours for journey and check-in. 
 
During the week we will poll participants to see if there are sufficient numbers to charter a small bus to 
the airport on Monday with possible drop-offs in Fremantle and Perth.  
 

 

http://www.perthairport.com.au/ToTheAirport.aspx
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Not wanting to attend the Get-Together but would still like to meet people or to attend evening talks! 

By paying the Daily Facility Fee ($5 per day) and for any meals, local naturalists can attend any dinner 
and/or evening event. Details will be supplied in the WA Naturalists’ Club Newsletter. 
 

 

Enrolment and Payment 

Enrolments will only be accepted on the attached Enrolment Form. Each person must submit a Form. 
 
Email completed form to ANN16@wanaturalists.org.au 

 or post to  

WA Naturalists’ Club, PO Box 8257, Perth Business Centre, WA 6849. 

 
For logistical reasons the number of participants will be limited to 90. Enrolments will be processed in the 
order of receipt of your deposit. A Waiting List will be created after the initial 90 deposits have been 
received. Your application will lapse if the deposit is not received by 31 May 2016. 
 
The following payment schedule applies to all enrolments regardless of the total amount. 

Payment Due Date 
 

Amount 

Deposit 
 

At time of booking 30% of Total 

Final Payment 
 

31 July 2016 Remainder 

 

Payment may be made by Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) or Cheque. We recommend at least the 

deposit be paid by EFT, as with the new postal system being introduced, a cheque is likely to be 

processed up to a week later than an EFT payment- putting you further back in the enrolment 

queue. 

EFT Payments 

Account name: Western Australian Naturalists’ Club Inc (Don’t worry if the name is cut short) 

BSB:   306013 

Account Number: 0057985 

It is essential that you include your Surname as Payee when transferring money electronically 

AND email confirmation of your payment to ANN16@wanaturalists.org.au or post to the WA 

Naturalists’ Club before 31 May 2016. 

Payments by Cheque 

Please make cheques payable to: WANC ANN2016 Account and attach to your Enrolment Form. 

 

mailto:ANN16@wanaturalists.org.au
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Cancellation Policy 

All cancellations must be advised in writing (email accepted). Your deposit will be fully refunded 

if notice is given before 31 May 2016. After this date consideration will be given to partial 

refunds depending on the timing and circumstances of the cancellation. 

It is strongly recommended that registrants for Tours take out travel insurance. 

 

Enquiries 

Please direct all enquiries to the Committee Secretary, Margaret Larke mlarke@iinet.net.au  or phone the 

WA Naturalists’ Club‘s office (08) 9228 2495.  

  

mailto:mlarke@iinet.net.au
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Program 
The following program is provisional. Dates and destinations are subject to change. Transport will be 
via 2 x 55 seater buses. On some days one bus will do the journey in the reverse order. 

Date Time Activity Description 
 

Sat 1 Oct All 
Day 

Registration Allocation of rooms followed by dinner and talk on 
Southwest flora by Prof. Kingsley Dixon, former Director 
of Science at Kings Park, Perth. 

Sun 2 Oct All 
Day 

Perth’s Coastal 
Plain 

A four stop traverse across the Quindalup, Spearwood 
and Bassendean dune systems to view coastal 
vegetation, Banksia woodlands and wetlands and their 
associated flora, fauna and birds.  

Mon 3 Oct All 
Day 

Wongamine Nature 
Reserve 

Hosted by the Toodyay Naturalist Club. Our furthest trip 
east. A hillside with soil types and plant communities 
changing drastically as you move up the hill. A chance to 
see E. macrocarpa in the wild. 

Tue 4 Oct All 
Day 

Rottnest Island Combination of bus and walking tours examining the 
geology, flora and fauna. See coral reefs, NZ fur seals, 
whales and migratory bird species.  

Wed 5 Oct AM Optional short 
tours  

Themed 45 minute walks around Woodman Point- 
choose from Quarantine station history, Indigenous bush 
tucker and bush medicine, Beachcombing, Insect or Rest. 

 PM Kanyana Wildlife 
Rehabilitation 

Centre 

A meal in the bush and a walk around the centre viewing 
and interacting with resident animals and rehabilitating 
wildlife. 

Thu 6 Oct AM Ellis Brook Valley 
Reserve 

A choice of walks in the foothills of the Darling Scarp and 
up the Darling Scarp around Ellis Brook Valley, well 
known for its flora and birds. We will visit Wandoo 
woodland, heathland and Sixty Foot Falls. 

 PM Alison Baird 
Reserve 

A Swan Coastal Plain bushland/wetland remnant with a 
very high conservation value, containing threatened 
species of flora and fauna. Owned and used for teaching 
and research by UWA. 

Fri 7 Oct AM John Forrest NP We cross the Darling Scarp to visit WA’s oldest National 
Park. View jarrah and marri on the uplands and flooded 
gum, swamp peppermint and paperbarks in the valley 
floor. 90 species of birds, 10 native mammals, 23 reptiles, 
10 frogs and more than 500 wildflower species. 

 PM Mundaring Weir 
Museum 

A break from nature to take a look at the starting point 
of one of the world’s greatest engineering feats –the 
Perth to Kalgoorlie pipeline. 

Sat 8 Oct AM Kings Park At this time of the year Perth’s iconic park will be at its 
floral best with hundreds of species in flower.  

 PM Herdsman Lake The paths and boardwalks provide ideal viewing of the 
many waterfowl, reed dwellers and birds of prey.  

Sun 9 Oct AM Optional local tours Fremantle and the Shipwreck Gallery to visit display for 
400th Anniversary of Hartog’s landing. Wireless Hill self-
guided walk to view signposted orchids and plants. 

 PM Half day Rest Time to pack, relax and then share an outdoor meal 
(weather permitting) while watching the sun set over the 
Indian Ocean.  

Mon 10 Oct AM Departure Breakfast. Check out time 10 am. Southern tour departs. 
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ANN 2016 
ENROLMENT FORM 

Please read the circular carefully before filling 

out the form 

 

Title (Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other)  F or M  
Surname  

Given Name  
Preferred First Name on Badge  DoB (D/M/Y)  
Address  
State  Post Code  
Club  
Email  

Home Phone  Mobile Phone  

Name of Emergency Contact Person  
Relationship  Phone   

Sharing room with (if applicable)  

Select only one Pre Tour and One Post 
Tour 

Inclusive Dates $ Cost Per 
person (a) 

Write cost of each 
selection 

Registration Fee  1-10 October           1150  1150 

Woodman Point Accommodation 1-10 October             225  
Northern Pre Tour 24-30 Sept           2020  

Accom/Meals after Northern Pre Tour 30 Sept-1 Oct               80  
Abrolhos Island Pre Tour 25-30 Sept           2390  See note (b) below 
Accom/Meals after Abrolhos Pre Tour 30 Sept-1 Oct               80  

Southern Post Tour 10-16 October           2101  
Southern Post Tour tag-along (c) 10-16 October  365  
Abrolhos Island Post Tour 14-19 October           2390  See note (b) below 
TOTAL    
Deposit due by 31 May 2016    30% of Total  
Remainder due by 31 July 2016    

(a) Please note that the final costs may change slightly due to unforeseen expenses and pending on the 
confirmation of the final program. An update of the program and costs will be provided before the final 
payment is due. 
(b) Book and pay Coates Wildlife Tours directly. Tour Name is:  Abrolhos Pre Tour. Phone Bookings 1800 
676 016. Web Bookings http://www.coateswildlifetours.com.au/Book-Now/Domestic-Booking.aspx. Do 
not include Abrolhos tour cost to calculate the costs of the deposit and final payment on this form. 
(c) Please note, cost per person not per vehicle.   

I have booked the Abrolhos Islands Pre Tour with Coates             (Yes or No)  

I am interested in the Abrolhos Islands Post Tour                           (Yes or No)  

Special Food Requirements (Diabetic/Gluten Free/Vegetarian/Vegan)  
Other requirements please specify 

 

Polar Fleece Size     Adult     S          M         L         XL         2XL        3XL      4XL 
                                  Chest     55       57.5     60      62.5        65         67.5       70 
                            SP Length  65.5     67.5    69.5    71.5      73.5       75.5      77.5 

 

Email completed form to ANN16@wanaturalists.org.au or post to   

WA Naturalists’ Club, PO Box 8257, Perth Business Centre, WA 6849 

http://www.coateswildlifetours.com.au/Book-Now/Domestic-Booking.aspx

